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Chapter 1 

Race Matters 

 

God has a race for you to run!  What a 
challenging and exciting thought. God has 
designed a purpose for your life that you can 
discover and fulfill.  The race is living out the 
unique role God gives you to influence others for 
Christ.  

This race begins, not when you are born, but 
when you receive Christ and his gift of complete 
forgiveness.  The race for me began twenty three 
years ago when I asked Christ to forgive me of 
my sins and come into my life and lead me.  That 
decision was the end of my lostness—but it was 
also the starting gun of the race God set before 
me, and I’m still running that race! 

My race has revolved around developing and 
encouraging leaders. Your race will be different 
than mine—but it will always revolve around 
showing and sharing Christ’s love both to people 
who don’t know Him and people who do. It is a 
race whose focus and end is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the Christian race.  
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There is another race raging around us, the 
world’s race.  In this race the final aim is not the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not a race that is run 
focused on Him. Instead it is a race with various 
shallow “goals”. It is a race for financial success, 
career success, self-fulfilment, and influence.  It 
is a race for the “nice, beautiful and settled life”. 
Please don’t think that I am anti-prosperity 
because I will be the first to admit that I like to 
have the better things of life. Those “better 
things” assist me in fulfilling my calling and 
purpose.  However, the pursuit of things as your 
ultimate goal will leave you empty. Sadly, it is 
this race that billions of people are running every 
day, filling shopping malls, filling houses with 
things, things, and more unnecessary things. It is 
this race that people are running getting into 
more debt to satisfy the American dream. Only to 
discover its end result is emptiness and stress. It 
is this race where so many are seeking 
satisfaction and fulfilment only to find that the 
reward for this race is less than satisfying! 

Thousands of people are running in the wrong 
race. Many of us have bought and are running for 
the “beautiful, blessed, problem free life”. Many 
people believe in a god that is not the God of the 
Bible, but rather the gentle grandfather that 
sends blessing and never holds us accountable.  
So many Christians need to repent and return 
back to the Kingdom race.  It is time to stop 
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putting up with the internal emptiness and turn 
to the source of all life and truth.    

In my short career as a runner I have found that 
you are either running one of the two types of 
races. You are running a sprint or marathon.  A 
sprint is an act or an instance of sprinting or 
running a short race at top speeds.  So many 
people have opted for the temporary pleasures of 
the sprint and fail to endure.  The Marathon is an 
event or activity that requires prolonged effort or 
endurance.  This race is a metaphor of the 
Christian race.  It is a race of endurance 
maintaining focus until Jesus returns. 

It is not possible to run two races at the same 
time. It is not possible to serve two masters. It is 
not possible to be up on two horses at the same 
time. You have to recognize which race you are 
running. Yes we go to church every Sunday. But 
this by itself says nothing. Many of us go to 
church, go through the motions, but by Monday 
evening do not remember what Sundays sermon 
was about.  I believe the best indicator of the 
race that we are running is the fruit that is 
bearing in your life. Do you feel full of the power 
and life of God or do you feel empty and 
disorientated? Getting closer to God brings life. 
Getting closer to the world brings death.  
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You Choose 

The race that you run really matters!  It matters 
because it is the difference between happiness or 
joy, turmoil or peace, life or death.  You Choose!  
But as you choose remember that God is the only 
source of life. Jesus said in Matthew 16:25 those 
that seek their life will lose it and those who will 
lose their lives will find it. The Lord said in 
Jeremiah 2:13 that his people had forsaken Him 
the source of the living waters and had opened 
holes that were impossible to keep any water. 
God is the only source of living waters. He is the 
only one from whom life and peace comes. If God 
seems very remote could it be that you are 
running the wrong race? Could it be that you 
have bought the wrong gospel? Absolutely yes! 
The further we run in the wrong race, the further 
from God we will be. But there is a path of 
return.  Let’s join the prophet and examine 
ourselves and let’s return to the Lord. As the 
prodigal son did, let’s come to ourselves and let’s 
return to the Father’s house. Determine in your 
heart that you’re going to run a winning race. 
Join your voice with Joshua of the Bible and 
choose ye this day who you will serve. The race 
that you run really matters!  Choose today to get 
in the race and make a difference in your own life 
and the life of those around you! 
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